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No. 4/12/2010-6Judl.2/ 311y

‘ \‘ GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAR }( ﬂ/u
|3

A DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS & JUSTICE - Y))J’J
@ (JUDICIAL-II BRANCH) ‘P(,J W jw,f
b = 8

To o C’/i\
\l/All the Special Chief Secretaries, C,B }\;\ “)S)%)CIJ
: )

Additional Chief Secretaries, Financial Commissione

Principal Secretaries and A
Administrative Secretaries of all the Departments, )(
Government of Punjab.

2. All the Secretaries, Managing Directors, Executive Directors,
Chief Executive Officers of all the Boards / Corporations / Improvement P\/s\
Trusts / Public Sector Undertakings of Government of Punjab. '

5

s

Dated, Chandigarh; the JQ"‘.SgP’l‘; 20i8

Subject:- Regarding “Punjab Disputes Resolution and Litigation Policy, 2018” —

Implementmn:af.
kekdkdk
Please refer to the subject cited above, ‘%S
ab Disputes Resolution and a

2. I am directed to write that the “Punj

Litigation Policy, 2018” has been published in the Punjab Government Gazette ¢
(Extraordinary) dated September 6, 2018 on Page no. 12990 to 13001.

3. A copy of the abovesaid Gazette Notification is attached herewith for an-% ,5

your Kind peru.sal and for taking further necessary action for implementation of this policy.

Jecreta ry,

Home Affaris & Justice
e
Endst. No. 4/12/2010-6Jud).2/ Dated, Chd.;

SR -
&6\

A copy of the .;'lb'oife alongwith a copy of the Gazette Notification dated

September 6, 2018 is forwarded to the following for information and necessary action:-

1. Advocate General, Punjab, Chandigarh;
= A 2. Legal Rememberancer, Punjab, Chandigarh.
Sel/-
Secretary,
Home Affaris & Justice
Endst. No. 4/12/2010-6Jud1.2/ Dated, Chd.;

A copy of the above-alongwith a copy of the Gazette Notification dated

September 6, 2018 is forwarded to the following for information and necessary action:-

1. Additional Chief Secretary to Government of Haryana, Department of
S Home Affairs & Justice, Chandigarh.
2. Secretary, U.T. Administration, Department of Home Affairs & Justice,
Chandigarh.
S(l/--
Secretary,
Home Affaris & Justice
Endst. No. 4/12/2010-6Judl.2/ Dated, Chd.;

A copy of the above alongwith a copy of the Gazette Notification dated

September 6, 2018 is forwarded to the following for information and necessary action:-

1. OSD (Legal) / Chief Secretary, Punjab, Chandigarh. -
2. OSD / Chief Principal Secretary to Chief Minister, Punjab, Chandigarh;
S/ -
Secretary,

\ Home Affaric & Tuctina
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e) The Committee shall ensure timely compliance/ implementation of court orders by
officials of the concerned State entity at the district level so as to discourage

unnecessary litigation.
f)  The Committee shall monitor the cases to be referred to Lok Adalat, as per procedure
prescribed by the concerned State entity.

1)  There shall be a Department Committee on Litigation (DCL) comprising the following for the

purpose of supervision of all legal cases within the State:

IT) Functions:
a) The Committee shall meet once a month and review the status of all pending cases of
the State.
b) The Committee shall ensure that replies/appeals are filed without any delay.

¢) The Committee shall ensure that Head of Department the State at District level put up
the cases pending in various courts/quasi judicial authorities within the District in
quarterly meetifig of District level Committee on Litigation for review.

d) Incases involving more than one department/ entity of the State, the committee shall
ensure that reply/ appeal is not delayed because of differences in opinion or just
because information has not been received from another State entity. The
Administrative Secretary shall take up the matter with the concerned Administrative
Secretary and if the matter remains unresolved, such case shall be placed before

Empowered Committee on Litigation (ECL).

e} The Committee shall examine such cases in which there seems to be an inordinate
delay in filing reply and cases where unwarranted adjournments are sought by the
State entity and fix responsibility and take appropriate action in this regard.

f) The Committee shall cfosely monitor the cases of high importance to the State
including those affecting policies / rules / regulations / instructions of the State having
substantial financial implications of more than Rs. 1 crores, and these matters will be
referred to the Advocate General, Punjab and all litigation strategy in such matters
including the engagement of counsel will be done with his concurrence only.

g) The Committee shall, in consultation with Department of Legal Affairs, consider and
take decisions regarding the pending cases that fall in the category of unwarranted’
litigation (as explained in para 6.6 above), as identified by Departmental Nodal Officer
or Departmental Law Officer.

h)  The Committee shall also examine and bring to notice of the State entity any existing
Rules, policies and instructions which lack clarity or are in conflict with other
instructions etc. and are causing unnecessary and avoidable litigation.

i)  The Committee shall work out an appropriate system for elimination of delays and
ensure its implementation.
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) Itshall be the responsibility of the Administrative Department concerned to ensure that
the replies on behalf of the State are filed in time and the cases are defended properly
in the Court to safeguard the public interest / Government interest at all costs.

7.6 Empowered Committee on Litigation (ECL)
I)  There shall be an Empowered Committee on Litigation (ECL) comprlsmg the following, which
shall meet once in every 3 months:-

a) Chief Secretary
b) Administrative Secretary, Home Affairs and Justice

c) Administrative Secretary, Finance.

d) Advocate General

e) Legal Remembrancer
f)  Director Prosecution and Litigation, Punjab
g) Concerned Administrative Secretaries

k)  Secretary General Administration Department (Convener)

II) Functions:
a)  The Committee shall oversee the implementation of all aspects of this policy.

b)  The Committee shall, from time to time, identify the major causes of litigation and shall
make recommendations to the State Government for suitable corrective measures.

¢)  The Committee shall resolve the legal disputes betweéen different Departments / Public
Sector Undertakings of the State Government as per the guidelines enlisted for this
purpose vide Punjab Government Circular Letter No. 13/14/96-1PP 1I/16403, dated
20.09.1996 and Punjab Government Circular Letter No. 12/113/05-5PP2/1993  dated
08.02.2006. However, the Empowered Committee mentioned in the aforementioned
letters shall be replaced by the Empowered Committee constituted under this policy.

d)  The committee shall examine the cases, where the judgment has attained finality and
same relief/benefit is to be given to other members of the cadre, whose claims are
based on similar facts and points of law. The committee formed for this purpose vide
Government letter No 12/39/2002-5PP2/125 Dated 19.11.2014 by the Department of
Personnel shall be replaced by the Empowered Committee constituted under this Policy.

8. Mechanism for Implementation of Policy
8-A New Disputes / Issues

a) A majority of State litigation arises out of inaction or delay in taking timely action. Timely
action is therefore of crucial importance. In case of fresh claims, grievances received bya
Department, the Officers concerned in consultation with the Departmental Nodal Officer
and the Law officer, on a case to case basis, shall ensure taking a decision or implementing
a decision within the parameters of law in a timely manner so that litigation can be avoided.

b) A notice u/s 80 of the CPC, when received, is to be treated as an opportunity by the State to
resolve the dispute, so that no person is unnecessarily driven to Courts. Such communications
should be dealt on file by officials concerned within one week and be brought to the notice of
the Departmental Nodal Officer, within seven working days after receipt of the same.
Departmental Nodal Officer shall ensure that notices u/s 80 of CPC, are given special
attention and are responded to within two months by the concerned officials of the department
after being vetted by the Departmental Law Officer, in consonance with rules / regulations
/ policy of the department and with the approval of the competent authority.




